§ 7]       Orthography and Pronunciation	u
eahta, eight; tiohhian, to think, consider; sulh, plough;
feorh, life; dah, dough ; troh, trough ; and the latter like
the ch in NHG. nicht, ich, as fkyTofc, flight; siehf, he sees;
neah, near; hliehhan, to laugh. In the oldest records
final h was sometimes written ch, as elch= eolh, elk;
salch = sealh, willow.
k was sometimes used to express the guttural c (see
above), as kynn, race, generation ; kyning, king; kneo,
knee. See § 319.
1. In Northumbrian and the greater portion of the
Mercian district, 1 was pronounced like the 1 in NHG. and
in standard NE., but in West Saxon, Kentish, and parts of
the southern portion of Mercia, it was a reverted sound
formed by the under surface of the tip of the tongue being
turned to the hard palate which imparted to the sound
a kind of guttural quality. This explains why breaking
(§§ 49, 63) took place in WS. and Ken. before 1 + con-
sonant, but not in Anglian. The reverted 1 is still pre-
served in the dialects of the southern and south-western
counties. Examples are: Isedan, to lead; folc,folk; fugol,
bird; call, all; healdan, to hold; meolcan, to milk.
r was trilled in all positions as in Modern Scotch, as
rldan, to ride; dum, door; word, word; faeder,father.
In West Saxon, Kentish, and parts of the southern portion
of Mercia, it was reverted like 1 (see above), which accounts
for breaking taking place before r -f consonant more regu-
larly in WS. and Ken. than in Anglian, as earm, arm;
heard, hard; eorpe, earth ; liornian, to learn.
s. Initially, finally, medially before voiceless consonants,
and when doubled, s was a voiceless spirant like the s in
NE. sit, as sealt, salt; sunu, son; standan, to stand; sweos-
tor, sister; hus, house; Is, ice; cyssan, to kiss. Medially
between voiced sounds, it was a voiced spirant like the s in
NE. rise, as bosm, bosom; ceosan, to choose ; nosu, nose;
osle, ousel.

